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Discuss and compare the criminal and political nexus models of transnational crime
After the end of the Cold War (1947-1991) alongside a gradual decrease in state-sponsored terrorism, organized criminal operations established a significant growth, offering as a major source of revenue for terrorist organizations across the globe. With the focus on the exemplary narcoterrorism set, having emerged from Latin America in the course of 1980s, crime has been a primary contributor in the revolution of terrorism. 
The crime-terror nexus can be said to have been consolidated in the 1990s, which refers to the ascent of transnational organized crimes, revolutionizing the nature of terrorism. This is to say that two diverse traditions of terrorism have set out to establish and reveal numerous organizational and operational similarities. Undeniably, the various existing groups of terrorists seem to be learning from one another, drawing points and guidelines from each other’s failures and successes (D'Alfonso, 2014). This draws the importance of acknowledging and understanding the crime-terror continuum, which in turn will aid in the formulation of effective response by the state to counter these evolutions.
a) Convergence of Terrorism and Organized Crime
There is unprecedented level of interaction between international terrorists or transnational criminal organizations and networked insurgencies. These transactions are characterized as collusion and collaboration that indicate the two have been working together at an unprecedented rate. Researchers argue that with the collapse of the Soviet Union, failure of the “Iron Curtain” and the continuous opening of borders has led to radical interaction between transnational criminal organizations and insurgencies. Organized crimes, which include; human trafficking, drug trafficking, arms trafficking, money laundry, counterfeit goods among other operations have been in the rise. When the Europol 2007 Organized Crime Threat Assessment placed emphasis that organized crimes do not pose considerable security threats to the Member-States of the EU, in the event that the same is linked to transnational terrorist groups, the Threat Assessment perceives a drastic change, as the synergy of the two parties can result in dire consequences (Makarenko, 2004).
b) Hybridization of Criminal Organizations & Convergence of Modalities
Some organizations considered as terrorist organizations are being hybridized by political nexus. For example, Hezbolla which is a terrorist organization was leaping 60 million dollars a month from a cigarette smuggling operation between North Carolina and Michigan (Freeman, 2016). The operation was under the patronage of some political leaders who were the main beneficiaries.  
The common aspect between the organized crimes and terrorism is that both are not restrained to a specific state or region, as they look towards a vast agenda in the operations. Globalization is a significant factor when it comes to transnational criminal groups as it overwhelmingly benefits the organizations’ feasibility (D'Alfonso, 2014). A significant advancement in technology, loose control and regulation of borders (which a faced a major side-effect after the collapse of the Soviet Union), initiatives taken towards privatization, growth of trade and transport, major innovations in communication channels; are all contributing aspects towards the growth of transnational criminal organizations in the global arena (Hutchinson & O’malley, 2007). 
c) Narcoterrorism (Financial Resources)
The phrase narcoterrorism can be dated back to the 11th century, gaining popularity in Latin America in the 1980s, where it was used in describing aspirations with political fields surrounded by guerrilla war organizations. The phase gradually transited towards reference of terrorist operations such as drug trafficking alongside human trafficking, common in Peru and Colombia. Former Peruvian president Fernando Belaúnde Terry, later on, coined the term in 1983 where he used it in reference to all terrorist-related violence attacks towards Peru’s police who fought against the antinarcotics terrorist guerrilla organization called ”Sendero Luminoso”. With the provision and the availability of adequate resources that can aid in funding both groups in the operations, the similarity of two parties is yet more profound (Makarenko, 2004). 
d) Area of Divergence
Regardless of their common goals, both the terrorist and organized criminal groups have their inherent differences with regards to political and ideological motivations. Terrorist organizations that include; rebel groups and guerrilla groups, have their primary focus towards addressing injustice in the political arena. They do so through the means of intimidation and violent tactics. On the other hand, organized criminal groups have their primary focus towards profit maximization as they are rarely intrigued and interested by changes in the political arena, not unless they are directly affected by political affairs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another significant difference is that terrorist organizations thrive inattention, using various means such as social media in sending across their message to the mass of individuals, and through this, they are able to gather support from larger populations. However, this is not the case with organized criminals as attention is interminably detrimental.
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